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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A NUMBER of ſubſcribers having appeared for the publication of 

Preſident MAXCY's introductory Sermon at this Aſſociation, 
and alſo for Dr. STILLMAN's Sermon delivered the day following at 
the Ordination of the Rev. STEPHEN S. NELSON, it pected 
that both of them will be publiſhed. Thoſe who with to AN. either 
or both of theſe Sermons may probably be gratiſied by applying in a few 
weeks at Manning & LorinG's COW, in Boſton. 


Alſo for ſale, at the above Office, 
THE Third Volume of a CHURCH HISTORY OF NEW. 


ExGLAnD, by ISAAC ACKUS, 1 * « Pnice „Gd. Subſcribers 
are requeſted to call or fend for their Books. Thoſe who wiſh to pur. 


chaſe the Firſt and Second Volumes, may alſo be ſupplied. 
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| | Ter September 12. 
Y A T three o*ctock, P. M. Rev. Jondthan Maxcy delivered the 


introductory Sermon from Heb iv '3---ZHow ſhall we eſcape 
we neg 5 15 reat ad After ſerviee had a collection he * 
widows of mtniſters who have been members of this Aſſociation-. 

2. Choſe Dr. Hezekiah Smith, Moder dbor, and Brother * Thomas 
Baldwin, Carl. 

3. Read letters from the — ctinechns, and took the following 
:ccount of the members added, diſmiſſed; excluded, or who have died 
che "Ja "year ; alſo the preſent number in each church. © 4 

Thie names of ordained Miniſters are in mal! capitals. Li- 
. preachers i in Italic. 'Thoſe'minifters' with this mark“ were not 
prefent, hurches marked thus we bad no information from this 
on. acunt churches 2 ed by a daſh. 


FAN alata 
Churches, | Mi Js wad Ae, 2 2 8 Nj 
tt Boſton, 0 "Snail Sed. 
E734 Richard: Gridley, 1 
| {1 Daniet Wild; . 
& 1 ö Wiltiam-Capen, © | 
20. Boſton, | Tuomas r 14 
1 Jacob Holland, 
L413 | Richard Smith, 
1888 — 
T1 | 1 Epen — i 
COS is David Cook, G 
Ha «hl, Huamerad Swrrs, | 
"2018-1 John Chaſe. | 
+Iwhreda, * LuTHER Balis. | 
it fee Is. #0 Backus, 
| Joſeph Ames. 
Ms Adleboroug — —˙˙Ü— 
leboough, SAMUEL Koni, | 
Eliſha Clarx. 
{} ue 2 * ; 
TEE 
yalſton, g 
. rentham, Warme, | 
. ; Joſeph Miller. | 
| | |} | . | nit gy3 2 sf 


* Brother . who was appointed to preach on this occaſion, was preſent, 
but his all Raſt of health prevented. 
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Churches. Miniſters and Meſengers- 
+ South Brimfield, * * Evagan Connns. 
Attleborough, — 
+ Wilbraham * Serh Craxx. 
Woodſtock, 
Robert Stanton. 
- Chelmsford, Jonx Pecxens, 
Samuel Brown, 
Nathaniel Hutchinſon. 
Barnſtable, _ Exocx Erba. 
New-Salem, * Josran Oxcurr. 
Leiceſter, — — 
Samuel Denny. 
+Freetown, — _ — 
Medheld, 66— I T3, * 
* Edward Clark, 
Aſa Maſon, 
Harwich, Aswrx Lewis, 
Anthony Kelly. 
Harvard, * ISAIANH ParKER, 
ohn Hawks. 
Newton, osEPpH Grarron, 
Jeremiah Richardfon, 
Samuel Richardſan. 
Salem (N. H.) — rrm—_— 
orthbridge, * Jon Coorer. 
Cambridge & Woburn, ———— 
oſeph Winn, 
ohn Williams, 
oſiah Converle. 
+ Aſhburnham, — — 
Providence, D {alk 
JonaTruan Maxcr, 
| Jonx PiTTMAn. | 
Sturbridge, Zexas L.Lronann, 
Henry Fiſk, 
Samuel Cheever, 
Simeon Fiſk. 
Templeton, — 
| Joſhus Tucker, 
| athan . 
New Rowley, eee as 
o — 1 
Bridgewater, GeorGE — 


Jamet Reed, - 
James Perkins. 
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Spdurchet. SIe 
Ai 
1 Weſton, T ' NU d ——— 3 13 
viſe © Samuel Haynes, E — 1 
| i — 44 | | | | F 
Randolph, logs RIGGS, 121 p 
pb 4 illiam 1 5 | ih; * 
r, Joux RIPP, 1 | 
„ pp 4 T 
| 1 N 11 Joſiah Leonard. 0 1 
ollis, — — 11. 
| Samuel Taylor, ö | yi f 25 
Benaiah Blodgett. | I: +. ah | | 
Marſhfield, « | ENRON 1 | | 11 26 
outs -  Pringe Hatch, 5 | | 
| 114 William Curtis, jun. 4 4:5Þ 
+ Hardwick, — —— — N 35 
Helcherton, SAMUEL BiGELOW. | {| \| 2126 
Aft. Sutton, Davin RaTxrgux, | 2 457 
Samuel King, e 
Camel Water. ed | | | 
2d. Sutton, Wh. BaTCHELDOR, 141 1 53 
| 4 Reuben Tiſdale. ri 5 
Danvers, | X | SY 50 
We. \. Iſrael. Porter, By BF: 
Eleazer Wallis | | L | 
. Aſa Woodbury. Ws bb | | 
E 1 a 


VN. B. The laſt church was added the preſent ſeſſion. 44 
. Adjourned: until eight o'clock 'tq-morrow morning. Mr. Backus 
concluded by prayer. | ea 

Sermon in the evening at Mr. Baldwin's meeting-houſe, by Brother 


Gano, from Col. ni. 2. 
FP 


oe. Werra, September 13. | 

Met according to adjournment," 

Prayer introductory to buſineſs, by the Clerk. 

4. Received and read letters from the following Aſſociations, viz. 
From the Philadelphian a letter and minutes. From Charleſton, letters 
and minutes for 1795 and 1796. From the Shafiſbury, letter and min- 
vtes, by their meſſenger, Brother Eber. Moffit. From the Stonington, letter 
& minutes, by their meſſengers, Brother Valentine W. Rathbun and Brother 
Robert Stanton. From New-York, a letter only. From the Wood- 
ſtock, a letter and minutes, by their meſſenger, Brother Simcon Coombs. 
From the New-Hampfhire, letter and minutes, by their meſſenger, 
Brother Walter Powers. And from the Bowdoinham, a letter and 
5 their meflongers, Brother Eliſha Williams and Brother 


5. The 
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5. The Rey. Job Seamans and the Rey, Joſhua Jones being preſent, 


were invited to a feat in he Aſſociation. 

6. Received, by the re of Brother A. Braim, minutes of the fol- 
lowing Aſſociations, viz. The Portſmouth, Dover, Roanoake- Diſtrict, 
Middle-Diſtrict, Ketocton, Goſhen, Neuſe and Baltimore. 

7. Voted to have a correſponding letter drawn, and if thought'prop- 
or, to be printed in the minutes 

Choſe Mr. Backus for the above purpoſe, * „ 

8. Appointed Mr. Gano to write the Circular Letter for next year. 

9. Appointed Preſident Maxcy to prepare a correſponding letter for 
next. year. | — — 124/10 FL 

10. Choſe the following Brethren to 'vifit our Sifter Aſſociations, 
viz. Stephen 8. Nelſon and Joſhua Jones, to the Philadelphian. To the 
Shaftſbury, Samuel Bigelow, and "Gano. To the Stonington, 
Iſaac Backus, Thomas Baldwin, and S. S. Nelſon. To the New-York, 
Stephen Gand, and 8. 8. Nelſon. To the New-Hampſhire, Hezekiah 
Smith and Joſeph Grafton. To the Woodſtock, Simeon Coombs. 
'Fo the Bowdoinham, Abner Lewis. monagart 
11. Choſe Dr. Stillman, Dr. Smith, Mr. Backus, Mr. Baldwin and 

lr. Grafton a committee, to whom any perſons taxed to religious teach- 
ers of other denomirations whom they do not chooſe to hear, may ap- 
ply for advice. HOG IOWRT 1h 0 WG, DY 

IWhereas the Baptiſt church and ſociety in the ſouth pariſh of Harwich 
have been taxed for ſeveral years paft"tothe fupport of the Congregational min- 
ifler to the amount of * hundred dollars, and very conſiderable ſums of it 
bave been atnally difirained from them and in attempting to recover it by 
law, they Baut expended near five hundred dollars more It is therefore 
earneſtly recommended to the ſeveral churches to have a contribution for the 
ſaid ſociety,” in order to affift them in ſupporting their juſt rights, and that the 
"money be brought forward to the next Aſſociation. 6. 3 

12. Recommended to the churches that ſome time in the year they 
have a collection in each church, for the purpoſe of 'increaſing' the Ba 
iſt Education Fund. CON. 5 39464 bo oetoflue 

13. Choſe Deacon Richard Gridley, and Rey. Joel Briggs, "Truſtee 
of the Baptiſt Education Society in the room of Rey. Noah Alden, de- 
ceaſed, and Rev. Ifaiah Parker, reſigned.  _ 

14. Received and read a letter from the Secretary of the Education 
Society, giving an account of the ſtate of the fund, of the, vacancies Nr. 

15. Voted to have a committee of ſeven to petition the General 
Court of this Commonwealth, if they ſhauld think proper, ta have an 
act paſſed to exempt the Baptiſts from being taxed. to religious teachers 
of other denominations. e een r een een bas 

16. Choſe Dr. Stillman, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Gtaſton, Dr. Smith 
Col. Dana, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Briggs for the above purpoſe. 

17. Read and accepted the Circular Letter, prepared by Brothery 
Baldwin. 413 Bd 14 "30 29h * 11999 v7: , 226 1 4386 13719} 6-4 500 

18. "Choſe Dr. Stillman, Mr. Baldwin and Dr. Smich a committee 
to count and diſtribate the money collected for the widows of miniſters 
deceaſedd erna ie en ni n 2d: 0 * 


. 
19. Agreed 


. — 


$34 
1g. Agrees upon. the « boni ſupplies 3. G 
| 1 2 Mr. Rathbun, 3d. Lord's Day in September 
Mr. King, iſt. in October. 
% Sang 01 e Mr. Pittman, 2d. in October. 
Bellingham, 5 Clark, 3d. in October. 
e 8 Hs Mr. Batcheldor, 4th. in October. 


Ir. Briggs, iſt. in November. 
{ Mr. Gano, zd. in November. 


* , TRE Briggs, 1ſt. in October. 
: Weſton, wy | 1 King, 4th. in October. 


Waters, 2d. in Jan. and 2d. in Jul. 5. 
N. Batcheldor, iſt. in June. 


| # * King, 1ſt. in November. 
| þ r. Williams, 2d. in Noveruber. 
＋ Mr. Peckens, iſt. in December. 
"Is Mr, Briggs, laſt in Dec. and 2d. in April. 
Mr. Thurber zd. in May. 


Mr. Lewis, 3d. in May. 


Danvers, Mr. Pittman, 2d. in June. 


20. Voted to hold our next Aſſociation at the Baptiſt Meet- 
wg-Houſe in Barnſtable, the Tueſday after the firſt Wedneſday in 
CN 1798, at two 4 >" P. M. 

21. inted Dr. Stillman to preach the introductory Sermon, 

. and in 2 07 failure, Mr. Baldwin. 

22. Voted to refer the correſponding letter to be draun by Mr. 
e 
c 


Backus, to Dr. Stillman and Mr. Baldwin, to be examined: and amend- 
ed if thought neceflary, and then to be printed with the minutes. 
Buſineſs being faiſhed at one egy the Moderator EIA by 
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The ELDERS od MESSENGERS of the footed CHURCHES 
on met in AssOctA Tron a Bolton, September 12th and 13th, 1797— 
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When we compare our preſent ſituation with former ages, in which 
perſecution raged with relentleſs fury, and the innocent followers of 
Chritt were ſacrificed upon the altars of ignorance and ſuperſtition, what 
reaſon have we to adore the goodneſs of God to us, in granting us a 
{moother paſſage acroſs the tempeſtuous ocean of life. But let us not 
from hence conclude that we are in @ ſtate leſs expoſed to temptation 
than they were. By no means. They had indeed trials of cruel mock- 
ings and ſcourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and impriſonment ; but we 
have the falſe friendſhip of this world, with all its allurements, to engage 
and to wage open war with error and infidelity. The time is evidently 
come, predicted by the apoſtle, when men would not endure ſound doc- 
trine, but ſhould turn away their ears from the truth, and be turned unto 
fables. Many of the errors which we are called to oppoſe, acquire a 
kind of veneration merely from their antiquity z others from the ſancti- 
monious garb in which they are dreſſed; but the moſt formidable are 
thoſe which accord with the corruptions of the human heart. A ſmall 
degree of probability will be ſufficient to give currency to ſuch ſenti- 
ments as theſe; ſentiments, the moſt fatal to the preſent and future peace 
of mankind ! But the ſame kind Providence which has watched over 
and protected the church of Chrilt hitherto, has ſaid, « I will never 
leave nor forſake you.” The people of God, amidſt all theſe varied 
and trying events, reſt aſſured, that under the wife and perfect admin- 
iſtration of the moral government of God, all will be favourable in the 
iſſue. “ All things ſhall work together for good to them that love him.“ 
And although others, beholding the wrongs which they frequently ſuffer, 
may aſk, © Where is the God of juſtice ?” yet they know and rejoices 
that the LoaD Go oMNIPOTENT REIGNETH. This conſoling truth is 
the very foundation of the Chriſtian's hope. If this foundation could be 
deſtroyed, it might very properly be aſked, * What will the righteous 
do?“ But bleſſed be God, it was never yet in the power of any, nor 
of all his enemies combined, to ſubvert one of his purpoſes. | 

May it not then be profitable and afford us real pleafure, to contem- 
plate a few moments upon the nature and extent of God's moral 
government. | 1 

The nature of divine government, like its author, is holy, juſt and 
good. It originates in the natural and moral fitneſs of things; in our 
abſolute dependence on God, and his conſtant care over us; in his right 
as our Creator and Preſerver to rule, and in our capacity as rational, 
accountable creatures to obey. The moral ſyſtem reſults immediately 
from the aitributes of Deity, and is as much governed-and direfted by 
the immutable principles of holinefs, juſtice, goodneſs and truth, as the 
natural ſyſtem is by the laws of attraction and gravitation. Our ignor- 
ance and partiality upon particular occaſions might induce us to with na- 
ture to ſuſpend the operation of her laws, whenever they ſeem to con- 
travene our deſigns; the ſame blind partiality might lead us upon other 
occaſions, to wiſh the righteous judge of the univerſe to deviate from 
thoſe eternal principles of juſtice and truth on which his throne is eſtab- 
liſhed. But theſe are alike unavailing. For as we fee nature proceed- 
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ing in her ſteady courſe notwithſtanding all the convulſions in kingdoms 
and ſtates; ſo we behold the purpoſes of Gods moral government in a moſt 
ſtriking and harmonious ſucceſſon unfolding, notwithſtanding the revolt 
of angels and the apoſtacy of men. The diſorder and confuſion which 
appear to us to take place in the moral ſyſtem, do not arife from any de- 
fect in the conſtitution or adminiſtration of it; but from the oppoſing 
paſhons of mea. The fame government in heaven amongſt holy beings, 
exhibits nothing but harmony, Hence we conclude that the divine 
government in its nature is a ſyſtem of pure benevolence, and in its ad- 
miniſtration a conſtant diſplay of every engaging and lovely attribute. 
Let us now contemplate the vaſt extent of God's moral kingdom. And 
here, my brethren, we are not to confine our views to the race of man, or 
to the globe which we inhabit ; but to extend them to other worlds and 
other beings. The divine juriſdiction is not bounded by the everlaſting 
hills, nor by any thing ſhort of the utmoſt verge of the univerſe. As the 
ſun in the firmament forms the centre of the natural ſyſtem, ſo God our 
ſun and ſhield forms the centre of the moral. In the heavenly world, 
thofe holy beings who approach neareſt to God in love and perfection, 
enjoy the firſt and fulleſt diſplays of his glory. There the moral per- 
ſections of Deity ſhine in full-orbed majeſty ! There perfect order and 
harmony prevail among all the principalities and powvers in the heavenly 
places There perfeft love and cheerful obedience ſpontaneouſly flow 
from all the happy millions! There the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, 
unite with cherubim and ſeraphim in aſcriptions of praiſe to Him who 
liveth and reigneth forever and ever. Theſe holy beings are continually 
miniſtering before his throne. The chariots of God are twenty thouſand, 
even thouſands of angels, and the Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the holy 


e. 

If we now call our thoughts from heaven to earth, and but carefully 
obſerve the operations of Divine Providence, we ſhall feel conſtrained 
to join with the Pſalmiſt and ſay, The Lox reigneth, let the earth 
rejoice z let the multitude of iſles be glad thereof. Clouds and darkneſs 
are round about him, righteouſneſs and judgment are the habitation of 
his throne.” Yes, brethren, the divine care extends to man, and that 
not merely as a clafs of creatures, but to each individual of the race! 
Yea, to every patticular circumſtance which attends him, from the firſt 
dawn of his exiſtence till he makes his exit from time. Our blefled 
Lord, in comforting the hearts of his diſciples againft the malice of their 
enemies, reminds them of the particular care of their great Preſerver. 
Are not, faith he, two ſparrows ſold for a farthing ? and one of them ſhall 
not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your 
lead are all numbered. Fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value thar: 

The great revolutions that have been and are now taking place in 
kingdoms and ſtates, are all under the direction and control of the Sove- 
reign Diſpoſer of events. The Moft High ſeems determined to let us 
know, that he ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and giveth them to <whomſccucr 
le will. He has the hearts of all men in his hand, and he can turn 
them as the rivers of water are turned. He can employ them as in- 

B ſtruments 
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ſtruments to accompliſh his pleaſure, and to fulfil the prediQions of his 
word, without their knowledge or deſign. And inaſmuch as they feel 
conſcious of the freedom of their own volitions, he may with the great- 
eſt propriety puniſh them for their wicked 8 to that very cauſe 


which they undeſignedly are helping to ſupport. Theſe reflections, 
brethren, will calm our minds while we behold the evils which are done 
under the ſun. "4 

Do we hear of wars and rumours of wars, of nation riſing againſt na- 
tion, and of earthquakes in divers places ? Let us not be great'y troubled. 
Do we ſee the ſons of infidelity waging war with ſuperſtition and 1dola- 
try ? Should they dethrone them and reign in their ſtead ; and ſhould 
they (till go farther and trample upon the truths of divine revelation, 
and even bid defiance to the armies of the living God ; let us remember 
that wherein they act proudly, God is above them. Do they think to 
change times and ſeaſons, and in this way to ſubvert the Chriſtian fab- 
bath ? We know that the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. Do they 
attempt to rob the Chriſtian of his hope of immortality, and ſow on his 
peaceful grave the ſeeds of annihilation ? The archangel's trump will 
confound their bold impiety, and re-animate the duſt of the faints. 

Does it look ſometimes as if all the foundations of the earth were out 
of courle ; as if virtue and innocence were puniſhed, and vice and wick- 
edneſs were rewarded ? Let us not haſtily infer, that there muſt be ſome 
defect in the moral ſyſtem, or want of energy in its adminiſtration, in 
order to prevent theſe ſuppoſed evils. By no means. But let us reſt 
aſſured, that ſuffering virtue ſhall meet a ſatisfactory reward, and vice its 
full and juſtly-deſerved puniſhment. Yes, verily there is a reward for 
the righteous ; verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. 


We not only trace the moral government of God through heaven, and 


through earth; but it extends to the dark world of hell! This ſeems 


defigned as his priſon for the puniſhment of impenitent rebels. The 


angels which rebelled, and were caſt out of heaven, are not removed 
from the univerſe ; nor have they eſcaped from the eye of Omniſcience, 
or the arm of the Almighty.” No--they are reſerved in everlaſting 
chains unto the judgment of the great day. Theſe cannot be releaſed from 
their moral obligations ; for if they could, they would ceaſe to be guilty, 
and of courle to ſuffer. | | 

Thus we ſee that God's moral government extends to all events, to 


all rational intelligences in all worlds---heaven, earth and hell. Believ- 


ing and rejoicing in the wiſdom and equity of the divine government, it 


mult afford additional happineſs to conſider that his kingdom is an ever- | 


lafting kingdom, and of his dominion there is no end. | 
That the Lord will be forever exalted, and that he will forever reign, 
is what gives permanency to the happineſs of the ſaints. On the other 
hand, it is the fame reflection which will awake in the breaſt of his en- 
emies the keeneſt ſenſations of miſe rp. 
Thus you ſee, brethren, amidft- Fi the tumultuous commotions of the 
world, how ſafely the church abides. The arm of almighty. power 1s 
continually ſt:ctched out for her defence; and the wings of everlaſting 
4, a | . N 0 © 'w w 3 . | love 


* Pla. Iviii. 28. 
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love are ſpread wide for her protection. May we feel our love and 
gratitude continually flowing forth to our all-bountifu} Benefa&or, and 
our deſires continually increaſing after greater conformity to the will and 
image of God, until our fouls, by an immortal ardor, ſhall catch the ce- 
leſtial fire, and, burſting the vail of ſenſe, ſhall riſe to the full fruition of 
God. | | 
In the courſe of the laſt year, additions have been made to ſome of 

our churches, and others have been diminiſhed by death. Amongſt the 
number of the deceaſed, we have to lament the death of our much-eſteem- 
ed friend and brother, the Rev. Noah Arvn, of Bellingham; whoſe 
memory will long be precious do many of our churches. God was 
pleaſed to honour him for many years, as a faithful, ſucceſsful miniſter of 
the goſpel, and even to continue him to a good old age a bleſſing to his 
church. But having fought the good fight of faith and finiſhed his 
courſe, we truſt he has long ere now received that crown which is laid 
up for thoſe who love God. Blſed are the dead who die in the Lord, 
from henceforth : yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them. | 

| Brethren, let us be followers of them who through faith and patience 


12 inherit the promiſes, and ſtand faſt in one mind, ſtriving together for the 
+. faith of the goſpel ; remembering he that cometh will come and will not 
e tarry; to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 


— —————— — 


The WARREN ASSOCIATION, met iz Boſton, Sept. 12 and 13, 


1797, to the CorrESPONDING ASSOCIATIONS ſendeth Chriſtian 
ſulutation. 


DzarLy BETLovrp, | 


HIRTY years have now rolled away ſince this Aſſociation was 
formed by four churches, and now there are ten Aſſociations 

formed in the five States of New-England in fellowſhip. Theſe things 
are evidently the Lord's doing, and they are marvellous in our eyes. 
The policy and power of the world have all been exerted againſt this 
work, and our own corruptions have been our moſt dangerous enemies. 
Could any thing but the power of the Spirit of God have ever accom- 
pliſned this great event? And how loud is the call to us, to render to 
him all the = of his works, by a holy life and heavenly converſation ! 
Outward proſperity, and worldly glory, have ever been very enſnaring 

. enemies to the children of God, who therefore ſays to them, Be not 
reign, ¶ conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
other mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect 
his en- vill of God. All the good that we can reaſonably defire, for time and 
N! ˖cternity, is to be obtained and enjoyed in the way of obedience to his 

of the Wholy word, and no where elſe. The obedience of faith is ever accepta- 
ble to God, and to all men who love the truth, And the holy ſcriptures 
ae ſufficient to make the man of God perfect, throughly furniſhed unto 
good works. The men of the world will. injure their neighbours more 
| 6... 
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or leſa, if they are not teſtrained, and therefore the magiſtrate is armed 
with the ſword for that purpoſe; but wherever his power has been ex- 
erted io ſupport religious teachers, men have injured their neigbbours 
thereby more or leſs. And ſome of our churches have experienced cruel 
oppreſſion in this way in the year paſt. But the moſt of them are freed 
from oppreſhon and have a good meaſure of harmony among themſelves. 
A few of them have happy revivals of religion, though a general coldneſs, 
and want of life and zeal for God, is complained of in moſt of them, 
A continuance of your correſpondence, as well as united prayers that 
God would pour out his Spirit, and revive his work through this land, 
and in all parts of the world, is earneſtly deſired. Theſe Aſſociations 
haye evidently been bleſſed hitherto, as a mean to unite our churches, to 
guard againſt oppreſſion, and againſt deceivers, to quicken and animate 
many in the Chriſtian life, and to ſupply the deſtitute, And that theſe 
great objects may be purſued, and every thing of a contrary nature 
guarded againſt, is the earneſt deſire and prayer of your brethren in the 


goſpel. 


Signed in behalf of the Aſſociation, 
HEZEKIAH SMITH, - Moderator. 


A As BALDWIN, Clerk. 
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or leſs, if they are not reſtrained, and therefore the magiſtrate is armed 
with the ſword for that purpoſe ; but wherever his power has been ex- 
erted o ſupport religious teachers, men have injured their neigbbours 
thereby more or leſs. And ſome of our churches have experienced cruel 
oppreſſion in this way in the year paſt. But the moſt of them are freed 
from oppreſſion and have a good meaſure of harmony among themſelves. 
A few of them have happy revivals of religion, though a general coldneſs, 
and want of life and zeal for God, is complained of in moſt of them, 

A continuance of your correſpondence, as well as united prayers that 
God would pour out his Spirit, and revive his work through this land, 
and in all parts of the world, is earneſtly deſired. Theſe Aſſociations 
haye evidently been bleſſed hitherto, as a mean to unite our churches, to 
guard againſt oppreſſion, and againſt deceivers, to quicken and animate 
many in the Chriſtian life, and to ſupply the deſtitute, And that theſe 
great objects may be purſued, and every thing of a contrary nature 
ouarded againſt, is the earneſt defire and prayer of your brethren in the 


goſpel. 
Signed in behalf of the Aſſociation, 
HEZEKIAH SMITH, Moderator. 
© THOMAS BALDWIN, Cert. 


